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The challenging times we are going through have tested just about everyone’s last nerve. Our Grand 
Commander and Grand Master of Masons in Virginia have navigated our great fraternity through these 
unchartered waters and have done so with zeal. By following their leadership, we as a fraternity have 
faired extremely well when it comes to the positive cases and deaths related to COVID-19. Our 
children, for the first time in history did not attend the traditional graduations as seniors. The positive 
side to this is the school systems in Virginia reacted and provided our youth the best graduation they 
could.
We have not met for a Stated Meeting in a good while and I know some of you have been working 
extremely hard on getting the Brethren in our Lodges to join the Scottish Rite. If any of you have 
completed Petitions ready to process, please get them to Ill. Bob Carpenter, 33º, as soon as possible. 
I hope that we will have a Reunion this fall. When we have a Stated Meeting, you will be recognized 
for your efforts.
The Childhood Language Center donations and fund-raising opportunities have also been greatly 
affected during this challenging time. However, the need for donations and the traditional monies 
raised is needed more now than ever. Brethren, I know we all are asked for donations, but please 
consider donating $25 or even a larger amount to the Language Center. One good way is Facebook 
donations for your Birthday. It is a great way that meets the larger amount with it not having to come 
100% out of your pocket. This will accomplish the fund-raising efforts and will bring community 
awareness for the Language Center.
Please continue to be safe and hopefully we will be together soon. May God continue to assist our 
Grand Commander and our Grand Master in making the tough decisions they face daily in guiding our 
great Fraternity. May God bless each and every one of you and your families.

VENERABLE MASTER'S MESSAGE Mike Atkins, KCCH

MASKS ARE MANDATORY FOR SCOTTISH RITE 
MEETINGS THROUGH SEPTEMBER

It seems like forever, but it has actually only been a year and a half since we have put on the Scottish 
Rite Degrees. I hope that this COVID-19 pandemic will be over and we can proceed with our Fall 
Reunion. It will be in memory of Ill. Park Alton Dodd, Jr., 33°, and will be a two-day event. The first to 
be on Friday night, October 16, 2020, where we will confer the 4th thru the 13th Degrees. Then on 
Saturday, October 17, the candidates will receive the 14th through the 32nd Degrees. 
In hopes of having a really large class, the Richmond Scottish Rite is offering a super special for this 
Reunion. The cost for the Reunion will be $265, and will include dues for the rest of 2020 and 2021. 
In addition, candidates will receive the books, "Morals and Dogma" and "A Bridge to Light", along with 
their 14th degree symbolic ring. What a deal! 
How about an incentive for those that are out there beating the bushes. Any member who signs as 
top-line signer on three (3) Petitions for this Reunion, the top-line signer's 2021 dues are free!

MEMBERSHIP Charles Robinson, 33º, Chairman
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FROM THE SECRETARY’S DESK 
Bob Carpenter, Jr., 33°

The “dog days” of summer are upon us. It is that time of the 
year when we look for ways to stay indoors and enjoy the 
cool air from our air conditioning. It is also that time of the year when 
we are recovering from our spring yard work and waiting for our 
blisters to heal.
Recently, our Grand Master notified the brethren that the Grand 
Lodge officers were going to continue for one more year through 
2021. He also offered this extension to the subordinate Lodge 
officers. In keeping with that offer, the four Masters of the Scottish 
Rite Bodies have agreed to continue for 2021. We welcome this 
decision and look forward to our four Masters being able to present 
their programs, originally intended for 2020, during the next Masonic 
Year.
Our delinquent list is now down to 25 members who have not paid 
their 2019 dues. This is an improvement from last year. Call the office 
if you would like to assist in contacting our brethren about their dues 
obligations.
Our Fall Reunion in memory of Ill. Park Alton Dodd, 33°, IGH, will 
soon be upon us. Take the time now to contact your prospects and 
get them signed up for October 16 & 17. It is important that each of 
us replace ourselves, at least once, during our time as members of 
the Richmond Valley. We need to do it now. If you need Petitions, 
please call the office or print it from our website.
Please note that 2021 dues notices are already printed and will be 
mailed shortly. You should have them in your hand by late August or 
early September. A new dues card will be included in the envelope 
with the dues notice. You will find more information elsewhere in this 
newsletter about the new process. 
Our annual visit to JMU was a casualty of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Our support for the program is always graciously received and we 
need to continue our support. We look forward to meeting with them 
in 2021.
Please read the Calendar found elsewhere in this newsletter and 
note that there will be no meals, refreshments or drinks served at the 
Stated Meetings. We hope to be able to return to offering prepared 
meals when conditions improve. Our Stewards are anxious to put 
their culinary skills back to work.

Monday, August 24, 2020
5:30 PM ......... NO GUARD MeeTING

6:00 PM ................Business Meeting

7:00 PM .................................No Meal

No Program

**********************************************

Monday, September 28, 2020
5:30 PM ......... NO GUARD MeeTING

6:00 PM ................Business Meeting

7:00 PM ..........................................No Meal

Program – Feast of Tishri Toasts 
Done Symbolically

**********************************************

SCOTTISH RITE 
MEETING SCHEDuLE

SOMEONE IS wAITING FOR YOU

To inviTe him To become 
a ScoTTiSh RiTe maSon. . . 

Don’T DiSappoinT him.

TENTATIVE SCHEDuLE 
FOR FALL 2020 REuNION

Friday, October 16, 2020
Candidates Cookout 5:00 P.M.
Venerable Master’s 5:45 P.M. 
Welcome
Fourth Degree 6:00 P.M.
Fifth Degree 6:30 P.M.
Sixth Degree 7:00 P.M.
Break 7:30 P.M.
Seventh Degree 7:35 P.M.
Thirteenth Degree 8:10 P.M.
First Day Conclusion 8:40 P.M.

Saturday, October 17, 2020
Candidates Assemble   8:30 A.M. 
in Auditorium
Fourteenth Degree   9:00 A.M.
Break 10:10 A.M.
eighteenth Degree 10:20 A.M.
Twenty Ninth Degree 11:35 A.M. 
Lecture
election of Officers 11:45 P.M. 
and Class Picture
Lunch – on your own 12:05 P.M.
Tour of Language Center 1:05 P.M.
Thirtieth Degree 1:20 P.M.
Break 2.40 P.M.
Thirty Second Degree 2:50 P.M.
Approximate Conclusion 4:20 P.M.
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MASONIC HOME uPDATE 
Terry Hilton, KCCH

There have been many questions about how the Masonic Home is dealing with the COVID-19 virus. The CeO, 
Anne Hagen, has been writing regular letters to everyone so you may have heard this in Lodge, but if not; this 
will give you a glimpse into the situation at the Home. 
The residents are dealing with the pandemic in some of the same ways as the rest of us. The folks who live in 
the Adult Home have been provided some of the best care in the world of continuing care retirement homes. 
The staff takes a lot of pride in giving specific attention to our residents during this time to ensure that they have 
what they need to handle the day to day challenges brought on by the COVID-19 virus. Recently, the residents 
have been getting outside more, enjoying various events for socialization, and even enjoying bingo, which is 
one of their favorite pastimes. One of the latest fads around the campus is to ride a 3-wheel bicycle. I would not 
be surprised if this group wants to ride in the parade at Family Day on October 9, 2021. 
It has been an amazing year, in some ways, as we have all learned to change our expectations about daily life. 
Believe me, wearing a mask is better than being on oxygen so if that is what it takes to be safe, I am all for it. 
Scottish Rite Masons are certainly welcome to apply for Admission to the Home. There are many SR Masons 
living at the Home currently, and most of them attend our stated meetings as often as possible. 
While the Masonic Home is not yet open to visitors, when you are able to visit again, you will see that we have 
been working hard on our campus signs. A new entrance sign will soon be in place, and directional signs will 
help everyone find their way to the Chapel or the Grand Lodge of Virginia office building. 
I encourage you to talk with me if you have questions about the Home. I certainly do not know all the answers, 
but I will either get them for you or point you in the right direction to get them. 

DuES NOTICES AND MEMBERSHIP CARDS
Change is the only thing constant in our world. Yes, it is that time again. Dues notices for 2021 dues have 
already been printed. If your 2020 dues were not paid on July 10, that amount will still appear on your 
billing. 
How do we eliminate that? It is very simple. Pay your dues on time and before December 31 for 2021.
I have addressed the dues notices, but what about the membership cards? This is where my reference to 
change comes in to play. Many of you, I am sure, remember a short time back when the membership card 
was included in your dues notice. Guess what? It is going to start again.
When you receive your dues notice, your membership card will be there also. Please keep the card and 
do not throw it away. Pay the dues and put the membership card in your wallet. Your 2021 dues are due 
and payable on or before December 31, 2020. So do it now. Please do not wait. Christmas comes once 
a year, just like the dues notice. Neither waits for a brother!

SCOTTISH RITE CONFERENCE uPDATE 
J. Thomas Wadkins, III, 33º, Vice-President

The COVID-19 pandemic has claimed the 2020 Scottish Rite Conference that had been scheduled to be 
held in Lynchburg under the direction of its President, William A. Robertson, Jr., KCCH.  Arrangements 
have been made to hold a mini-conference in Lynchburg on March 26 & 27, 2021.  This would be in place 
of the annual Workshop normally held in Richmond.  
 The normal schedule for the Scottish Rite Conference in the fall of 2021, hosted by the Roanoke Valley, 
is still scheduled for September 24 & 25.  
 More information on both of these meetings will be available soon.
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 
Tom Varner, KCCH

"Behold what havoc the scythe of time makes among the human race!" 
Since our last issue, we have lost a number of fine and beloved brethren, 
including Ill. Cliff Grotz, 33°. Ill. Cliff was well-known throughout the 
Richmond and Petersburg areas and we will very much miss his 
presence. We mourn all of our losses and their tragic impact on the Craft, 
and we are thankful it is not worse. We do not yet know when we will fully 
emerge from the current COVID-19 crisis, although some Lodges and 
Masonic Bodies have begun meeting again with many limitations and 
strict protocols. 
There is concern that some brethren may have fallen away and it may be 
difficult to retrieve them. How active have you been over the last few 
months? Are you doing everything you can to promote the Craft and stay 
in touch with your brethren? Have you spent your available time wisely in 
search of Masonic knowledge and understanding? We have many 
opportunities right now to form virtual study groups, to hold seminars and 
learning sessions about our Scottish Rite ritual and philosophy, to become 
better versed in our history, and to become wiser and more educated in 
Masonry. 
Just as we strongly support the free public school system of the United 
States, so do we recognize the value of Masonic education and 
knowledge in making ourselves 
better. Although they are not 
explicitly found in our ritual, the 
Bible has a number of scriptures 
dealing with the importance of 
education. Proverbs 16:16 says 
that having wisdom and 
understanding is so much better 
than having silver or gold. 
Proverbs 18:15 says an intelligent 
heart acquires knowledge, and 
the ear of the wise seeks 
knowledge. And finally, Proverbs 
23:12 proclaims "Apply your heart 
to instruction and your ear to 
words of knowledge." 
During this period of downtime, I 
encourage each of you in the 
words of the Master Mason's 
Lecture to "occupy our minds in 
the attainment of useful 
knowledge" and then "apply it to 
the discharge of your respective 
duties to God, your neighbor, and 
yourselves". I hope to see each 
of you soon, and I am always 
open to working and learning with 
you how to make our Craft better.

WOMAN’S CLuB NOTES 
Valerie Layman, President

Due to the virus, the Scottish Rite Woman’s Club has not been able 
to meet.  This means we were not able to perform our annual audit 
and then hold the election of officers.  Our by-laws state we have a 
President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer. We need one of 
our ladies to step up to fill the Vice-President position or we will be 
forced to disband the club.  The officers’ term is only for one year and 
we only meet a few times during the year.  We need someone to step 
up to fill this position.  You can contact me if anyone has any 
questions. 
It is MOST important that you attend the August 24 meeting at 6:00 
PM.  We will be discussing this situation, and deciding what we will 
do.  If you want to continue supporting the Scottish Rite, we need 
your help and support, especially with your attendance.  MASKS 
ARe ReQUIReD IN THe BUILDING.  Please let me know if you are 
able to attend.  
IT IS VeRY IMPORTANT THAT YOU ATTeND THe BUSINeSS 
MeeTING at 6:00 PM, even though there will be no meals, 
refreshments or drinks at least through September.  The determination 
whether the Woman's Club continues will have to be discussed and 
any decision made will lay over until the next meeting for a final vote.
You can email me at valerie.layman99@gmail.com or call and please 
leave your name and message at 804-270-0831.  Remember, social 
distancing and masks are required.   See you at 6:00 PM on August 
24.

RICHMOND VALLEY 
COMING EVENTS

— 2020 —
 

AUGUST
monday 24 Stated meeting

 
SEPTEMBER

monday 7 Labor Day 
office is closed

monday 28 Stated meeting
 

OCTOBER
Wednesday 7 honour court
Saturday 3 or 10 blue Lodge  

one-Day conferral
Friday 16  Reunion 
  & Saturday 17 
monday 26 Stated meeting

 
NOVEMBER

monday 23 Stated meeting
Wednesday 25 office closed 

for holiday
Thursday 26 Thanksgiving holiday



PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE 
Sam Dunn, 33º

I can not begin to express to each of you how much I love you and miss you. I respect each and 
every one of you, and this is where my sleepless nights come into play. I came very close to losing 
one of my best friends to the virus. A normally healthy, robust individual who was reduced to being 
on a ventilator for weeks. Not knowing if he was going to make it or not, was I going to be able to 
see him again. Praise be to God, the thousands of prayers were answered and he is out of the 
hospital and recovering well. However, it has left a lot of us more aware of how precious and fragile 
life really is. 
Our whole world turned upside down the middle of March. We were not able to do or go anywhere 
without fear. I for one believe that the virus is real, however, some of the protocol I feel was done 
to downplay our normal lives and freedoms. For weeks our Church was closed. Thankfully there 
are many good services televised where Sarah and I were able to receive the word. After five 
weeks of no Church our Church started Drive-in services. Pull into the parking lot tune your radio 
to the proper channel and receive the word through music and speech from our Pastor and Choir. 
Not what we were used to, but a true blessing. On July 5 we were able to enter the Church 
maintaining social distancing and wearing a face mask, and we continue that to this date. Is this 
what I want? No, but it is what is necessary to try to promote the safety and welfare of all members. 
Being a touchy, personal guy, I pray that we will be able to return to our old standards soon. 
However, for now, to be able to attend Church and to actually see friends, I will wear a mask for 
an hour and a half. A small price to pay for such a rewarding experience. 
I have many friends that will not wear a mask. Many of these are huge assets to the Valley. I ask 
that if you respect the Valley and the Brethren, please sacrifice your feelings for an hour to promote 
good fellowship. I have spent the last month talking to members about the wearing of a mask, and 
it is almost 50% for and 50% against. This is where the sleepless nights come into play. Having to 
make a decision that affects us all. I have decided to make the wearing of masks mandatory at 
least through September. Please, now is the time that we need to be faithful to our Fraternity. 
DON’T LeT A MASK KeeP YOU AWAY. I am excited to know that we will be able to meet again in 
August and enjoy fellowship. 
As you may or may not know, all of the Officers of all of the Bodies will continue serving for the 
2021 year. I, along with the entire Valley, appreciate all that you do for our Valley and the Fraternity. 
Please note the start time for the Stated Meeting. There will be NO MeALS served at least through 
September in keeping with the Grand Master’s order. 
Many things have changed. However, one thing did not. Your Library and Scholarship Committee 
awarded 13 – $1,000 Scholarships to some very deserving students. And the Woman’s Club 
awarded 1 – $1,000 Scholarship to a deserving young female student. The committee received 25 
applications. everyone was truly exceptional. However, our cap is $13,000 plus $1,000 from the 
ladies. I pray that each and every one of our recipients will have a great year and that our 
contribution will help them in their educational endeavors. 
Many things have taken place since we were last together, more than this venue allows me to 
address. One of our biggest achievements since our last meeting was receiving the 2019 VMAP 
award. This is thanks to all of our members. Whit Hanscom, KCCH, is the spearhead of the VMAP 
program and he is already working hard to make sure we will qualify and receive this prestigious 
award again next year. I hope and pray that the decisions that I make will be embraced by all. I 
hope to see you at the August Stated. THANK YOU. GOD BLeSS YOU, THe RITe AND THIS 
GReAT UNITeD STATeS OF AMeRICA.
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James Dean Cole, 33º 
Sovereign Grand Commander

Alan Wayne Adkins, 33º, G.C. 
Deputy in Virginia

Clifford A. Parker, 33º 
Orient Personal Representative

Samuel E. Dunn, 33º 
Personal Representative, Richmond Valley

L. Aubrey Stratton, 33° 
Personal Representative emeritus

Robert W. Carpenter, Jr., 33° 
General Secretary

Richard C. Kidd. KCCH 
Treasurer

Michael G. Atkins, KCCH 
Venerable Master, Lodge of Perfection

Harvey L. Fleshman, KCCH 
Wise Master, Knights Rose Croix

Peter D. Klei, 32º 
Commander, Knights Kadosh

Jacob A. Crocker, 32º 
Master of Kadosh, Consistory

Called from Labor

Virtus Junxit-Mors non Separabit 
“whom virtue has united, Death will not separate”

Clifford Cardwell Grotz, Jr. 
1929 - 2020

walter NormaN Hall 
1923 - 2020

BoBBy d. HiNes 
1935-2020

BoNNie reed Versoza 
1940 - 2019

JoHN CalViN lyell 
1926 - 2020

alaN riCHard tHompsoN 
1921 - 2016

JosepH turNer layNe, Jr. 
1924 - 2020

Curtis fraNkliN powell 
1931 - 2020

roBert lee frazier 
1927 - 2016

daVid JaCksoN moNk 
1948 - 2019

tHomas floyd kelley, iii 
1939 - 2020

william doNald deas 
1934 - 2020

fellowsHip reports
Please take a moment and communicate with our shut-in Brethren either by card or a 
phone call. They will appreciate your thoughtfulness and you will feel better for it.

Jeffery E. Hodges
William B. Stewart 

Joseph P. Westfall, Jr.

new since last newsletter


